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WHERE ARE THE YOUNG PEOPLE? - REPLACING OURSELVES
(Editor note: This is a rewrite/reprint of an article that appeared in the November,
2015 RCR newsletter)

Sustaining our wonderful amateur radio hobby after we depart for that big
ham-shack in the sky has been a concern for many senior hams for quite
some time. Some of the concern arises by simply attending various ham club
meetings and observing that very few (if any) young people are in
attendance. Maybe this might simply be that young people live very busy
lives and those that are interested in ham radio may not have the time to
attend a meeting. Possibly they feel intimidated by being in a meeting that is
dominated by much older people. Nonetheless, it seems apparent that fewer
young people are entering the hobby in spite of the increase in ham licenses
as published by the ARRL and others.
AHØA has performed considerable research regarding the US and World ham
population statistics. His data clearly shows that younger people are not
entering the hobby at rates seen in previous decades. One of the interesting
facts from his data shows that the average age of all US ham license classes
reached a low of 56.39 in December, 2002 and has been slowly climbing ever
since - as of December 2016, the average US ham age was 63.85. Breaking it
down by license class we see this from AHØA’s data (which covers a period of
just over 17 years ending December, 2016):
Novice licenses age average reached a low of 45.46 in February, 2004 and
has been climbing ever since to 53.60
Technician licenses average age reached a low of 56.00 in January, 2011
and has since steadily climbed to 65.19
General licenses reached a low of 52.12 in Sept. 2003 and is now 62.89
Extra Licenses average ages reached a low of 59.19 in May, 2003 and had
one more dip to 59.04 in Oct, 2005 but today has risen to 63.64 .
While its true that the number of US ham licensees has increased at a steady
rate, it is in direct conflict with the fact that the average age of US hams has
also increased as demonstrated above.
(continued on page 4)

President’s Message
Spring is here and the bands have been getting better. I hope that you have been able to take advantage of
the improved conditions. Several DXpeditions recently offered opportunities to get that ATNO (All Time New
One) in the log.
Spring offers several club activities for you to partake in including QRP to the Field (April 22), the 7 Area QSO
Party (7QP on May 6 & 7), and Field Day at the end of June (June 24 & 25). These are always great events to
look forward to and I encourage you to take part in them, especially if you have never done so in the past.
They all can be a lot of fun. Steve Buroker, W7QC, will be heading up organizational efforts for QRP to the
Field and the club’s 7QP effort and John Morris, K7RLD, has volunteered to be Field Day Chairman. You will
be hearing more from them as these events draw closer.
If you were not able to attend out March meeting you may have missed the announcement that our
newsletter editor and publisher, Gordon Bousman, NW7D, will be leaving the area to move to Arizona.
Gordon has been a valuable member of the club not only for the outstanding work he has done on delivering
a first class newsletter to us every month, but also for having served as our Field Day Chairman last year and
as a presenter of several very interesting programs at our monthly meetings. Gordon will certainly be
missed when he leaves and I know you will join me in wishing him well in his relocation to Arizona.
Mark Reisenauer, KB7N, will be taking over newsletter publication for us starting with the May issue. I know
he will be looking for assistance in making sure that the club continues to publish a quality newsletter. If you
would like to become part of the newsletter team, please contact Mark and let him know of your interest.
I am happy to report that we have so far sold the estate donated equipment, accessories and parts adding
about $4,500 to the club treasury. Your club Board of Directors will be meeting shortly to discuss how the
club can best utilize these funds. The remaining items list will be published to the club members and if you
are interested in anything that remains, please contact me.
I look forward to seeing you at our April meeting.

73,
Alan Komenski – AC2K
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About RCR

Propagation Forecast

President: Alan Komenski, AC2K

Solar flux is predicted to start the month at 88, dipping
to 71 mid-month and ending the month at 73. At press
time, there were 3 large sunspots visible with one
having the potential to generate M-Class solar flares.

Mark Reisenauer, KB7N, Vice President
Howard Burns, W1HMB, Secretary

George Jones, K7GRJ, Treasurer

The A index will be quite variable during April with
several peaks hitting 25 mid-month plus one at 40
approximately April 21st and then ending the month
around 12. Several coronal holes have been active.

Joe Oates, WO8J, Director
Programs: Paul Lemson, W9PL
Newsletter: Gordon Bousman, NW7D

The geomagnetic field is forecasted to be mostly quiet
for the 2nd and 3rd weekends, unsettled to active for
the 4th weekend, and possibly disturbed for the 5th
weekend of April.

Web: http://n7ke.net/
Club meetings are held the 3rd Saturday of
each month

The VOACAP real-time Propagation tool is available at
http://www.voacap.com/prediction.html

Area Museums of Interest
•

The ARRL publishes monthly HF Propagation charts at:
http://www.arrl.org/propagation

Living Computer Museum

See video broadcasts of Solar conditions at
Space Weather Woman

2245 1st Avenue South, Seattle, WA
(just south of Safeco Field)
Open Tue-Sun, 10 AM—5 PM
http://www.livingcomputermuseum.org/

NEXT RCR MEETING:

15,000 sq. ft. of vintage computers, both PC
and mainframes [Newly Expanded Facility]

•

Saturday April 15th 8:00 AM
Lake Washington School District Resource
Center, 16250 NE 74th Street, 1st floor,
Redmond, WA
(Redmond Town Center)

The Museum of Communications

7000 E. Marginal Way, S. Seattle, WA
Open Sundays 10 AM to 3:00 PM
http://museumofcommunications.org/
A telephone museum with switching equipment,
Teletype machines, Unix computers, vintage
telephones, legacy ham equipment, AM
transmitters, etc.

•

PRESENTATION at the APRIL MEETING:
Maritime Mobile in the Antarctic
Grant, KZ1W,
spent most of
January 2017 on
a expedition
cruise ship,
traveling to the
Falklands, South
Georgia, and the
Antarctic Peninsula. He operated MM a bit aboard the
ship. His slide and video presentation at the April meeting
will discuss operating MM on a cruise ship, an introduction to
Antarctica, whaling, penguins and seals, Shackleton's epic
rescue of his crew, and Grant's visit with Bob, VP8LP.

Spark Museum—Museum of
Electrical Invention
1312 Bay Street, Bellingham, WA
Open Wed-Sun 11 AM to 5 PM
www.sparkmuseum.org
Includes the history of electricity, the
beginning of Radio and the Wireless Era,
Radio Enters the Home, and the Golden Age
of Radio.
NOTE: Ham ops are invited to operate the
co-located ham station
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WHERE ARE THE YOUNG PEOPLE? - REPLACING OURSELVES
(continued from page 1)

One might conclude that possibly the reason for increased U.S. licenses is that more folks are entering the hobby at
middle age or even at retirement. If true, this is a very positive development for our hobby and we should extend
support and mentoring to any adult who expresses an interest in joining the hobby. However, the other factor that
may possibly be in play is that many licenses may actually be inactive or that the callsign owner is SK (but yet the SK
license has still not expired).

It’s interesting to recently read in the RTTY forum that the average age of hams continues to increase based
on the results from the recent JARTS RTTY contest where participants give their age as their exchange. Don,
AA5AU had conducted an analysis back in 2011 of the JARTS contest logs and concluded that the most
populous age group of participants was 60-64 as shown in the first chart:

Now looking at data from the 2015 JARTS contest, (2nd chart) we see the most populous age group was
discovered by Tim, N3QE to be 65-69 (although his data set is much smaller than the 2011 study). It makes
sense that the same group from four years ago is getting older as evidenced by this recent informal analysis,
i.e. we are not sustaining the same median age group. What is somewhat disturbing is that we are not
seeing a significant influx of new operators in the lower age groups to replace us when we eventually
perform our final QRT. Since this study might be seen by some as too narrow of a viewpoint because it was
limited to RTTY operators (and possibly not so appealing to younger ops) nevertheless when you attend
various ham club meetings in the region, it is immediately evident that younger operators are very clearly
mostly absent.
Many will agree that with the dawn of the Internet, quite a number of people were “stolen” away from the
hobby around 2003 but with the elimination of code testing, we saw a fresh influx of new hams beginning in
2007. Still in today’s high-tech world, there are so many divergent interests that young people can immerse
themselves in, it is no wonder that recruiting new hams is challenging.

(continued on page 5)

4

WHERE ARE THE YOUNG PEOPLE? - REPLACING OURSELVES
(continued from page 4)

It is true that the total US licenses have increased as demonstrated by statistics published by AHØA below, however
some have wondered how many hams are really currently active…and how many are actually SK.

(chart courtesy of AHØA)

Another interesting statistic from AHØA is that in the next 12 months (April 2017 to March 2018), nearly 78,000
licenses will expire unless renewed—just over 10% of the current 742,787 licenses (as of Dec, 2016). If you make the
assumption that only 50% of the expiring licenses will be renewed, then we could make the assumption that we
might start to see a decline in the total US ham license holders considering that the increase in new licenses is running
on average 1.25% per year as shown in the data chart below for the past 10 years:

TOTAL LICENSES - YEAR END
YEAR US HAMS INCREASE % Gain
2016
742,787
7382
0.99%
2015
735,405
9110
1.24%
2014
726,295
9094
1.25%
2013
717,201
7626
1.06%
2012
709,575
7519
1.06%
2011
702,056
6015
0.86%
2010
696,041
13544
1.95%
2009
682,497
18933
2.77%
2008
663,564
7722
1.16%
2007
655,842
-226 -0.03%
(continued on page 6)
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WHERE ARE THE YOUNG PEOPLE? - REPLACING OURSELVES
(continued from page 5)

With the advent of SDR radios and almost constant new digital modes, one would hope that new technology and
software might capture the interests of prospective young hams. Inviting a young ham to your ham shack and
demonstrating the thrill of a distant radio contact might significantly capture the interest of in the hobby for them.
I believe that as experienced mature hams, we owe the hobby some “pay-it-back” efforts to ensure sustainability of
this wonderful hobby so that it will flourish and grow long past our final QRT.
The ARRL has been particularly
proactive in this respect via its “Outreach to Youth” program which includes reaching out to teachers and schools with
study programs and simple kits. They publish a Ham radio Youth Flyer, a document entitled “22 Things you can do
with Amateur Radio” which is available for free (you pay the postage however) in packs of 25 suitable for handout to
schools and young people. It can also be downloaded as a PDF document from the ARRL: www.arrl.org/shop/files/
pdfs/Youth%20Flyer.pdf. (copy shown on next 2 pages). Their website www.arrl.org/youth also is a great resource.
The suggestion is made that if you see an opportunity to get a young person (or any age for that matter) interested in
Amateur Radio, that you should take the time and effort to act as a champion for the hobby by explaining some of
benefits and various aspects of this complex and interesting hobby. Possibly your personal goal should be to
successfully recruit at least one new ham in your ham radio lifetime that will serve as a replacement for you someday.
And possibly our recruiting should not be limited to just young people but also to focus on middle-aged or retired
folks who have expressed an interest in the hobby but are uncertain where and how to begin. Inviting interested
“recruits” to visit your ham shack might also spark an interest in pursuing a license. Making new people feel welcome
at club meetings is also important.
For me personally, the hobby began when I was a young teenager at age 13 and resulted in me becoming self-taught
in electronics to the point where I was able to apply my learnings to develop a full-time career in medical X-Ray field
service.
We should encourage young people to join our meetings…and making certain that they feel welcome.
Please give it some thought: What can you do to promote and recruit new hams into our hobby?

That’s my two cents……
Gordon Bousman, NW7D
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Member Spotlight: John Morris, K7RLD
I have been a ham since my freshman year in high school. That was 1964 in a
small town in the cornfields of Illinois. Back in that small town there were very
few Elmers to help out becoming a ham but I was lucky enough to live in a 2
block area where there were 4 guys my age that all had an interest in
electronics. We dabbled in forming a science club in our grade school and
seemed to always be making go- carts, forts and connecting lights, buzzers and
switches together in our spare time.

In the early 60’s my parents saw an opportunity to reinforce my interest in
electronics so they started me on the trip down Allied Knight-Kit alley. I went
from a 10-in one project board to a 100-in one over two Christmases. Then a
Span Master regen shortwave receiver kit for 6th grade graduation and then a
Knightkit C-22 CB transceiver I put together for 8th grade. I did learn to solder
pretty well.
Then came High School. Entering our freshman Algebra class for the first time,
the teacher, K9QOF, for some reason that escapes me now, was operating a
Hallicrafters TO Keyer and paddle. I was hooked as were two of the other guys in John, K7RLD, at his “Boat Anchor”
operating console
my neighborhood. We visited him in his hamshack and came face to face with
the most beautiful sight we had seen to date. A Heathkit DX-100B AM/CW
transmitter and Hammarlund HQ-170 receiver. I had been listening to a couple of local hams with my Span Master but
didn’t think I could possibly become a ham, at 14 yrs old.

Ted Voss, K9QOF (SK), introduced us to the 6 club members who hadn’t seen fresh recruits in probably 20 yrs. We all
studied the code and theory and got our novice tickets at the same time. It was such a thrill to use a borrowed 6L6
transmitter and an old Elgin portable SW receiver with no BFO. But I made it work. My father took pity on me with
that setup and one weekend we drove two hours up to Chicago and the Allied Radio Corporation surplus store. We
picked out a used T-150A and a partially built R-100A receiver. Within the year, my best friend and I got on a bus to
head north, unchaperoned, to take our General license tests. We both aced the CW but both failed the theory.
Undaunted we studied hard and retook the exam and both passed, thank goodness.
At 16 yrs of age I got an after school job at the local RCA dealership where I mopped floors but also got to know the
two head technicians very well. They taught me a lot about practical radio operation and how to troubleshoot. By mid
1966 I had acquired a SWAN 350 and actually built 4-1000A amplifier from parts I scrounged. It was a beast but it sure
blew a hole in the ether. I have so many good memories of that time of my life. Then came graduation and off to
college. Starting then I took a long hiatus from Ham Radio of about 10 years.
Of course with my electronics background, electrical engineering was the
obvious direction I’d go. But it soon became obvious that EE, from what I
became aware of, wasn’t what interested me. I slogged through 3.5 yrs at the
University of Illinois, a very good engineering school. I saw engineering friends
who were graduating and they could not find a job anywhere, due to the
winding down of the Vietnam War. So, to my father’s astonishment, I
switched over to the College of Business and never looked back. I’ve never
regretted that move. The critical thinking that you learn as an engineer is used
almost every day to solve problems of all kinds.
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K7RLD SDR Operating Position

After college, I took a job at the Geo A. Hormel meat packing company in
Austin, MN in production management in 1972. My wife, Karen and I got
married soon after and we spent 7 years in frigid Minnesota. After about 2
years I got a call from the corporate buyer in ingredients I had befriended. It
turned out my friend was leaving for another job and he put me at the front
of the line to take his job. I took that job that afternoon which started me
along a 40 yr path I’ve followed ever since. Responsibilities included buying
and contracting all dry ingredients used in the $1 billion dollar company at
the time. Within 4 years I felt the pull to enter the sales side of dry
ingredients, specifically spice and seasonings, so Karen and I accepted a job
that moved us to Seattle, WA, a place we had only visited once for about 24
hrs.
As with an awful lot of sales jobs, there can be a lot of traveling involved. I
was gone 3 weeks out of every month, which left Karen carrying the load at
home. I’m forever grateful for her sacrifice.
I traveled all over the Pacific Northwest, much of it by car. I took that
opportunity to install a Kenwood TS-120 and Hustler antenna on the bumper
of my company car. That was a huge amount of fun. I got to meet hams all
over the northwest. At home in Kirkland I had phased inverted V’s with the TS
-120 and the 4-1000A amp once again. Lots of fun. Then we started our
family, daughters Stephanie who lives in Seattle and Debra who went to K7RLD’s Collins Broadcast transmitter,
school in NYC and now resides in Brooklyn with her boyfriend. Stephanie has 6.5’ tall, weighing in at a stealthy 1490 lbs
one girl who grandma and grandpa dote over.
In the late nineties I got somewhat bored with the usual radio operating and became interested in the old equipment
from the early years of ham radio, mainly built from 1945-1965. They are lovingly known as boat anchors. Old
equipment that had been molding in basements all over the country suddenly became valuable again. I picked up
these relics, mainly receivers but several transmitters from all over and spent a lot of time refurbishing them and then
reselling them to make room for more. I even purchased a surplus broadcast radio station transmitter from
McMinnville, OR. I modified that to work on 75M and operate it remotely from my station in the house outside to the
workshop where it sits. It is on weekly as of today. There is an avid group of AM operators with similar interest here in
the northwest. Every morning about 7AM you can catch many of them on 3885 and then 3870 in the late afternoon.
We have our own hamfests twice a year where gear is bought and sold. It has been a large part of my operating the
last 15 years.
But I have also had an interest in SDR radio. Currently I run a FLEX 3000, an MFJ998RT auto antenna tuner and Alpha
87a auto tune amplifier. The antenna is a double extended Zepp at 50 feet. I work a few contests and have been
known to do some CW but mostly SSB and AM, of course. Since I still do a fair amount of traveling, I remote all of this
operation from anywhere I can get internet service.
Ham radio has been a great hobby for me. It has so many facets that can be explored, I don’t see how anyone can get
bored with it. I plan to retire at the end of 2017 and have no worries about running out of things to do. With a new
grandchild and lots of yard work to do on our large city lot, the days should be quite full. The great friendships I’ve
made from RCR will also keep life interesting for years to come.
73’s

John Morris / K7RLD
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A brief review of the new BTECH (Baofeng) 2 Meter / 440 UV-25X2 Mini Mobile Radio
By Larry, W1FXR/G8CCO
Baofeng has introduced three new Mini VHF/UHF
Mobile Radios. The UV-25X4 25 watt 3 band radio; the
UV-50X2 two band 50 watt radio and the tested UV25X2 2 band 25 watt radio.
The UV-25X2 is a very compact mobile radio with
dimensions of 4 1/2” D x 4”W x 1 3/4” H. Chassis is a
robust casting with a selectable multicolor 1 1/4” x 1
1/2” display. Front panel includes Power/Volume; V/M button: Call button: Exit button; Monitor button; FM
broadcast radio button; Main Menu Selector Knob, and Mike Connector (RJ-45).
Power output is 25 W /20W VHF and 10W /7W UHF. The included Speaker Mike has a 16 key input pad, 0-9
plus Up, Down, Menu, Exit, Scan, and Lock. 200 memory channels are available. Power requirement is 7
amps at 13.8 volts and is supplied by a cigarette lighter connector cable..
The radio includes a 76 page User Manual. It details Menu options, Setup examples, Scanning modes,
Repeater Operation, Display Colors and Watch Modes. For a Chinese User manual, it is a pretty
understandable. I certainly have seen worse!
The Radio setup can be done following the user manual with inputs from the Front Panel but tends to be a
bit tedious. For many radios of this type the software of choice is CHIRP. It is an open source software which
is updated regularly as new or modified radios are added. To use CHIRP ,a chip incorporated programming
cable is needed. BTECH offers their own for an additional $20.There are other cheap copies available which
or may not work.
The programming cable is connected to a PC through the cable’s software driver (a mini-disk). The CHIP
software is downloaded and installed on the PC. Opening the program displays a repeater parameter
“spread sheet”. Various commands initiate the setup and inputting of the parameters. These are then up
loaded to the radio. The radio display panel shows the progress. Each repeater shows as a display line.
Operating the radio was easy and provided strong clear receive audio. On air reports remarked about its
very good transmit audio. Repeater selection was through the main Selector Knob. Sensitivity appears to be
excellent.
This is a short summary since Hands-On time has been limited. However the UV-25X2 looks to be an
inexpensive small but capable rig ($115 plus a programming cable) from Amazon.

73’s
Larry W1FXR / G8CCO
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ESTATE SALE REMAINING ITEMS
The Radio Club of Redmond became the recipient of equipment from the estate of Eugene Safronov,
KH7YD, formally a resident of Bellevue, and most recently, Kirkland. The family has donated his equipment
to the club for disposition. Although like many ham collections, there is a lot of stuff that would not be of
much value (a few electronic components, random wire, a few connectors, antenna insulators, etc.), RCR
members and our guest list will have first opportunity at the following remaining major items from the estate
that are still available—at the listed prices or reasonable offer and will be brought to the next club meeting:
- Vectronics VEC-221K, CW Memory Keyer w/manual $30

- 130', high current, ladder line

$100

- Dunestar Model 400-HPF Hi-pass filter $40

(No Picture)

- Assorted antenna spring and pulleys, various sizes, (no Picture) - make offer
- Antenna launcher sling shot—long version (needs new rubber tubing)
- Archer rotor control box—3 wire (no picture) -

- Make offer

Make Offer

If you have any interest in any of these items, give me a call or send an e-mail and they will be brought to
the next club meeting.

Alan, AC2K

NEW RCR WEBSITE
Several members of Radio Club of Redmond members have created a new
website for the club. See the new Club Website at: RCR
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THE WORLD OF AMATEUR RADIO NEWS
Visalia International DX Convention: April 21-23, 2017
Pre-Registration for the 68th Visalia DX convention, sponsored by Northern
California DX Club is still open but ends April 11th. The convention will
feature 15-20 DX & Technical Seminars and several forums such as the
Contest Forum, DX Forum, etc. The banquet will be held Saturday evening.
More information regarding the convention is available at: http://www.dxconvention.com/
——————————————————————————————————————–—
2017 SeaPac Convention - June 2-4 Registration is
open for the ARRL Northwestern Division Convention
being held in Seaside, OR. Seminars and the flea
market along with many commercial vendors will be
some of the main features of the convention.
For further information, see:
www.SeaPac.org
______________________________________________________________________
62nd Annual Pacific Northwest DX Convention: Registration is now
open for the annual Pacific Northwest DX Convention which will be held
August 4-6, 2017 in Spokane, WA. More information is available at:
www.pacificnwdxconvention.com
______________________________________________________________________
40M Hex beam add-on kit: A new single element add-on kit for 40 meters is now
available for the standard G3TXQ designed 5 or 6 band Hex beam. EZNEC modeling
shows a gain of 3.77 dBI over the 2.14 dBi gain of a dipole in free space. While the gain
is not significant, it still allows you to have a 40m antenna combined with the standard
Hex Beam with a slight gain over a standard dipole—and it will be turnable for beam
headings. The bandwidth will be rather narrow at 60 Khz for your selected portion of the
40m band.
The kit includes 6 spreader extensions, a vertical extension arm, and a
matching balun plus the 40m element wire. The kit, which weighs about 3.5 KG (7.7 lbs),
is sold by MMØJZE for ₤199 (approximately $248 USD) shipping from Wales, UK.
_______________________________________________________________________
Good Resource for Digital Software:
Here is a great resource for obtaining
Software for amateur digital modes such as JT65, Olivia, MT63, MFSK, Throb,
Pactor, SSTV, PSK31, FHeil, DSP, to name a few: http://www.rv3apm.com/
Thanks for the link goes to John, K7RLD.

Permission granted by Serge, RV3APM
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
SP DX
EA RTTY

2

3

SP DX

RCR QSO
PARTY
441.825+

EA RTTY

4

5

6

7

8
Spring QRP

14

15

Issaquah Ham SnoVARC Club
Club Meeting Meeting—
Duvall 7:00
7:00 PM
PM

9

10

11

Spring QRP

RCR QSO
PARTY
441.825+

WWDXC Meeting

16

17

18

12

13

RCR CLUB
MEETING
REDMOND
Holyland DX
19

20

21

ARRL Rookie RCR QSO
SSB Roundup PARTY
441.825+
23

24

22
SO /DX RTTY
QRP to Field

25

26

27

RCR QSO
PARTY
441.825+

28

29

Florida QSO
Party
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RCR MARCH
MEETING NOTES
Provided by Howard Burns, Secretary, Radio Club of Redmond
Saturday, March 18, 2017

Radio Club of Redmond Meeting Notes
•

Radio Club of Redmond meeting called to order at 8:00 AM by Alan Komenski (AC2K)

•

Meeting Location: Lake Washington School District Resource Center (Redmond)

•

# Attendees: 29
•

Welcome to our meeting guests -

•

Jim Carson (WT8P)

•

Hugh North (KI7HJP)

•

Melanie Bishop (N7BX)

•

Treasury Update: The RCR treasury had a funds injection of almost $4600 resulting from the kindness of Eugene
Safronov’s (KH7YD) family and their generous donation of his ham radio equipment to the club for disposition. RCR
thanks the family for their kindness and passes on its sincere condolences related to Eugene’s passing.

•

Welcome Kenton! RCR was delighted to meet Doug’s (AC7T) new dog. It has been suggested that Kenton be
designated RCR’s mascot. RCR wishes the best to Chumley in his retirement – he is truly loved by all!

•

Meeting Agenda

•

Field Day 2017: John Morris (K7RLD) has volunteered to be the RCR Field Day chairman. Field day is June 24 – 25.
Thank you John!

•

•

Presentation: “E51AMF/E51ADD DXpedition – What I did on my Summer Vacation” – Bengt-Erik “Ben”
Norum (K7ADD)

•

“Around the Table” – Meeting attendees shared their latest ham related activities

Thank you to our presenter –
•

•

Bengt-Erik “Ben” Norum (K7ADD) - “E51AMF/E51ADD DXpedition – What I did on my Summer Vacation”

Thank you George Jones (K7GRJ) –

•

Next Meeting: Saturday, April 15, 2017; John Morris (K7RLD) has
generously volunteered to provide snacks for the meeting

N7KE

•

Field Day 2017: Mark Your Calendars: June 24th – 25th

Radio Club of Redmond

•

For your kindness in bringing doughnuts for the members to
enjoy at the Mar. 18th club meeting. Thank you George!
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RADIO CLUB OF REDMOND—NEWS ITEMS
RCR FACEBOOK PAGE:

Treasurer's Report - March, 2016:
Current Club account in checking and savings totals $5,183. Of
this total, $4,476 is from the recent sale of donated equipment
from the estate of KH7YD. The RCR Board will be meeting soon
to discuss designating a portion of the funds on behalf of KH7YD
in some manner, such as encouraging youth to become active in
the hobby. Suggestions are encouraged by members as we
explore options.

RCR members are invited to join the Radio Club of
Redmond Facebook page:

Log into Facebook.
• Search for “radio club”
• In the list that follows, notice a group with
about 30 members. This is the group you want
to join!

Respectfully,
George Jones – K7GRJ, Treasurer
Payment of club dues ($20 for 2017) can be made via
any of the following options:
Direct to Treasurer, George Jones, K7GRJ, at a club
meeting.
Other officers with access to club checking account
including Howard Burns, W1HMB, Alan Komenski,
AC2K, or Mark Reisenauer, KB7N.
PayPal direct to George Jones—
georgejones@compuserve.com. Note, use “friends
and family” option to prevent PayPal fee or include
an extra $1.00 to cover.
Mail check direct to George Jones – K7GRJ using
his street address found on QRZ.com

Suggested Reading:
The CIA World Factbook 2017. It is an excellent "countryby-country guide to the world." Besides established
countries, it also lists other important geographic
entities, some that are disputed territories, and they are
also happen to be important DXCC entities. I think any
serious DXer---someone who just isn't trying to tally up
entities by trolling the Cluster, but someone who is
actually interested in world geography and politics
(someone who knows the difference between Malta and
the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, for example)--would find the Factbook to be an interesting, sometimes
enlightening, invaluable tool.

Submitted by Rob, KD7H

CLUB MEETING SWAP MEET

LOOKING FOR AN ARTICLE ON ECHO LINK

It was suggested at the recent RCR club
meeting that we hold an informal swap fest at
future club meetings. Thus members are
invited to bring smaller radio related items to
be placed on a table for after-meeting selling
or swapping. Please limit your items to one
or two items and be sure to put your callsign
on the item.

We’d like to include an article about how
EchoLink works and how to use it in one of our
future newsletters. Since we use the SnoVARC
repeater for our weekly Monday evening QSO
parties (which now has EchoLink capabilities),
it would helpful information for those
members who are traveling outside our area
to be able to check into the net via EchoLink.

We also invite members to contribute items
for a door-prize. Proceeds from the doorprize tickets will go into the club’s general
fund.
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If you would be interested in providing such an
article, please contact the newsletter editor at
kb7n@arrl.net

Cheap and Easy Sealing for Coax and for Strain Relief
Here's a tip for cheap and easy to use rubber sealing tape for external coaxes and strain relief for small cables etc.
Available at your local Lowes stores (and maybe Home depot........I didn't check)
Called 3m Temflex, Model number 2155, Lowes ID number 78453—22 ft long, only $2.48 per roll and lasts for ages!!!.

My local store has it with all the electrical tapes close to the extension cords/electrical area. I often cut mine down
the center, stretch it at least 50%, overlay by 50% double layer it. I seal all my outside coaxes with it, and stress
relieve patch cable RG58 coaxes with a tapered layer over the coax and cable reducer. It really does a great job and
because its not "sticky" it comes off clean after years of outside use.
Submitted by: Chris, W7AMD

HOW TO CALCULATE THE TIME NEEDED TO ERECT A WIRE ANTENNA
When raising a wire antenna using ham club member helpers, here is the formula for calculating the amount of time
needed to realistically complete the project:
X= D+C(M + T)²+B+L(W+H)²+A+O(√ S)
Whereas:
X= Total time of the antenna project in minutes

L = # of Lost air gun projectiles in the neighbor’s yard

D = # of Donuts consumed by the antenna party

W= # of Wind gusts exceeding 35 Knots

C = # of Coffee breaks

H = Error in estimating Height of the targeted tree limb in feet

M= # of Misfires of the air gun

A = # of Arguments about the technique of shooting the line

T = # of Tangles in the tree

O = # of Onlookers criticizing or laughing at the operation

B= # of Bad aiming attempts by the air gun operator

S = # of attempts needed to re-trim the wire to desired SWR

Newsletter Editor moving on…..
I’ve truly enjoyed being a member of the Radio Club of Redmond and in providing the membership with club
newsletters for the last 1-1/2 years. I’ve made many friends at the club and believe that RCR is truly a great and
unique group of people who are all very passionate and enthusiastic about our wonderful and diverse hobby. I’ve
met and enjoyed the company of some of the smartest people that I’ve ever come to know in my lifetime .
My XYL and myself are relocating to sunny Arizona where we will have a carefree home and I will only be challenged
about how to erect stealth antennas in an HOA community (I’m thinking that my new home needs a new flagpole...as
in flagpole antenna). My ultimate goal is to relearn CW now that I will have the time to devote to re-engaging in
that mode. I truly hope to make contact with RCR members on CW and possibly SSB or digital modes as I learn the
tricks of a likely QRP operation. I also hope to find a contesting station or two in Arizona where I can continue my
interest in RTTY contesting.
Best wishes to all of the RCR members and thank you for allowing me to be a participant in a truly dynamic, wonderful
and friendly ham family.
73 and QRT for now,
Gordon, NW7D
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N7BK meets N7BK

This is what happened on July 14, 2003
when I met the "original" N7BK. My wife
Ulla (K7AFB) and I were camping on the
Oregon Coast, and we decided to drive
to a small town by the name of Beaver,
south of Tillamook, where there was
supposed to be a scenic water fall. After
a lot of driving, we finally found the place
in the middle of the forest. We parked
our car and hiked about half a mile to the
"famous" water fall, which turned out to
be almost dry at this time of the year.
After taking some pictures we hiked back
to our car. Upon returning, we found that
there was an official looking vehicle
parked behind us, and as we moved
closer a Park Ranger in uniform
appeared, and he said to me:
"Hi, I see that your license plate reads N7BK; this is strange, since N7BK is MY ham radio call
sign."
"How could this be", I said. "I received this call from the FCC on May 9th, 2000".
To make a long story short, we chatted for a long time, and it turns out that Richard McGinley
was under the impression that his amateur license did not have an expiration date, and he
neglected to renew it by the time it was cancelled by the FCC on November 11, 1999.
This was lucky for me, as I was looking for a "one by two" call sign in the beginning of year
2000, and N7BK turned out to be available, and since BK are also my initials, it was certainly a
good call sign for me.
As I said, Richard and I talked for a long time, and I gave him my QSL card as well as my
telephone number in case he had any additional questions on how I was able to "steal" his old
Amateur Radio Call Sign, Hi!!!
Above is a picture that Ulla took of Richard and I, when we had this unusual meeting in the
middle of an Oregon forest.
IT'S A SMALL WORLD!!!!!!!
73,
Bo, N7BK
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RCR Member Websites & Links to other helpful sites:
Barry, K7BWH maintains an online list of locations suitable for VHF hilltop operation which includes
photos, descriptions, and links to maps and beam headings for Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and BC:
http://www.coilgun.info/rover/home.htm

Wes, AA7OK has a website that describes the pro’s and con’s of a grounded loop antenna and he also
provides other interesting antenna information. http://litlisten.com/aok/

John, W7FU has a website covering GNU Radio, describing the Open Source GNU Radio Companion
(GRC) Digital Signal Processing (DSP library. Theory, design, hardware, test & measurement, and other
topics are covered in detail. http://www.w7fu.com/

Steve, W7QC has an interesting website which includes useful info for using N1MM in The Salmon
Run contest: www.w7qc.com

Other useful websites:
A useful site for microphone connection info: http://www.qsl.net/g4wpw/date.html
World real-time lightning map: http://www.lightningmaps.org/ (thanks Howard, W1HMB)
A great propagation tool: http://www.hamqsl.com/solar.html (thanks to Alan, AC2K)
Other propagation websites: http://dx.qsl.net/propagation http://www.solarham.net
http://www.voacap.com/prediction.html

DXpedition News

Info courtesy of dx-world.net
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CLASSIFIEDS
•

HAM SUITABLE QTH: Ham suitable property for sale between Duvall and Monroe WA: 4090 sq. ft. home built
in 2005, 2-1/4 acres on a hilltop overlooking Snoqualmie Valley and Cascade Mountains - great antenna takeoff
angles to the east and south. 400 amp electric service, whole house auto-start emergency generator. Separate
4 car garage with insulated workshop. Will be listed at $949,900 by realtor in mid-April. Great location for one or
two towers, many tall trees for wire antennas, high speed 100 Mbps internet. Recently had 2 Hex beams, 2 wire
dipoles, and vertical HF antenna in use. Downsizing due to move to AZ.

•

Tokyo HL-1.5KFX solid state linear amplifier, small footprint. 1kW minimum SSB, 900W CW, 650W 6
Meters. Includes additional cooling fan for RTTY. Auto band switching, 160M – 6M. 115 or 220 VAC
configurable. $2400 OBO

•

Icom 756 Pro-III 100w 160M-6M transceiver with Astron VS-35M power supply, original shipping carton. $1500 OBO

•

Hustler 6BTV vertical antenna – 6 bands, 80, 40, 30, 20, 15, 10 Meters. Legal limit power, tilt over base assembly,
radial plate, approx. 25 radial wires. All components worth over $700 new, asking $350 OBO

•

Dunestar bandpass filters (2) – Multi-band, remote switching, 6 bands – 160M to 10M ($511 new), $375 ea. or OBO

•

MicroHam microKeyer MK2R+ controls two radios for SO2R contesting with RTTY, SSB, or CW. This is the only
known available commercial interface for SO2R, will also key up two separate amplifiers. This particular device is
cabled for two Icom radios, cabling for other radio bands is available. New price: $939 – asking $750 OBO

For information on above items, contact: Gordon, NW7D at nw7d.ham@gmail.com
———————————————————————————————————–—————————————————


Dentron GLA-1000B linear amplifier, output approx. 450W PEP 80M to
20M, 250-350W PEP 17M and higher. Updates performed: replaced HV
capacitors with modern uprated components, upgraded all
improvements found on the “Web” such as glitch protection, low
standing bias, etc. 4 spare sweep tubes, used but working and marked
with tube tester ratings. Asking $325 or near offer. Contact Chris,
W7AMD, 206-419-9529

————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Hy-Gain LJ-103BA 3-element 10m monoband beam - $90



Ameritron AL-811H 800w tube amp - $500



MFJ Versatuner V 989D - $200

Contact: Michael, K5TRI, mschulz@creative-chaos.com

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE SNOQUALMIE VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
The Radio Club of Redmond offers a special Thank You to the Snoqualmie
Valley Amateur Radio Club (SnoVARC) for the use of their repeater for the RCR
Monday night QSO Party. The 441.825 repeater has excellent area coverage
and provides an improved frequency & mode where RCR members are able
to be clearly heard. A reminder that SnoVARC holds their weekly Net on-air
meeting on Thursdays at 8:00 PM and we should be respectful of that
KE7GFZ
day/time to keep their repeater clear of other traffic.
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Area repeaters used by RCR members:
NAME

FREQ

CALL

Woodinville
WWDXC
Tiger Mountain-BEARS
Cougar Mountain
Snoqualmie Valley ARC
Redmond
Snohomish Clearview
Queen Ann Hill
Everett
Quilcene - Buck Mtn
Simplex
Simplex
Simplex

147.340
147.000
145.330
147.080
441.825
145.310
442.975
146.960
147.180
927.400
146.520
147.570
927.500

K6RFK
W7DX
K7NWS
W7WWI
KE7GFZ
KC7IYE
WA7DEM
WW7PSR
WA7LAW
WB0CZA

OFFSET TONE
+
+
+
+
+
-

100.0
103.5
179.9
103.5
103.5
103.5
103.5
103.5
103.5
123.0

COMMENTS
Traditional "club repeater"
DX Spots, non-traditional ↓split
Echolink, Evergreen Intertie
Net: M-F 0800
RCR Mon. Nite QSO party meets here
Quiet, linked to 6M & 440, E-Power
Good north coverage
PSRG.ORG, 9AM & 9PM nets
Snohomish ham club
Daryll WW7D monitors
National Simplex Frequency
Suggested local simplex frequency
Darryl WW7D & Doug AC7T use

CONTRIBUTIONS
We welcome any and all contributions for the newsletter. Articles, news items,
news tips, DX activity, member projects, portable operation reports, humor, and
For-Sale items are always appreciated. Please send to: NW7D.Ham@gmail.com

Other Area Ham Clubs
Snoqualmie Valley Amateur Radio Club (SnoVARC). Meetings held the 1st
Thursday of the month at the Duvall Fire Station. Web: www.snovalleyarc.org
Facebook: SnoVARC Repeater: 441.825+ PL103.5
Western Washington DX Club (WWDXC). Meetings held the 2nd Tuesday of
the month at Rob’s 125 Street Grill, Aurora Ave & 125th, Seattle. Web:
www.wwdxc.org Repeater: 147.000– PL 103.5
Issaquah Amateur Radio Club. Meetings held the 1st Wednesday of the
month at the Issaquah Valley Senior Center, 75 NE Creek Way, Issaquah. Web:
www.w7bi.com
Mike & Key Amateur Radio Club—K7LED, Membership meeting 10:00 AM 3rd
Saturday of the month at the Renton Salvation Army Headquarters, 720 S.
Tobin St., Renton. Repeaters: 146.82- (103.5), 224.12+(103.5).
www.mikeandkey.org
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RCR New Meeting Location

NEW MEETING LOCATION: Lake Washington School District
Resource Center, 16250 NE 74th St., Redmond, WA. 08:00
AM. The meeting is in the Sammamish room, 1st floor.
Howard’s Cell is 978-828-9777 if you have difficulty entering
the building.
However its best to follow the instructions
below to easily enter the meeting room.

Parking:

There is street parking and directly across the street of the building is a free Redmond Town

Center 3-story parking garage. You can also use the school district parking lot shown below.

Since the building is locked, we believe that the easiest way to enter the meeting room is to
walk around to the West side of the building where you will see the meeting room with
people sitting inside. Otherwise the building is normally vacant on weekends.
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THE DX CODE OF CONDUCT
 I will listen, and listen, and then listen again before calling.
 I will only call if I can copy the DX station properly.
 I will not trust the DX cluster and will be sure of the DX station's call

sign before calling.
 I will not interfere with the DX station nor anyone calling and will never tune up on

the DX frequency or in the QSX slot.
 I will wait for the DX station to end a contact before I call.
 I will always send my full call sign.
 I will call and then listen for a reasonable interval. I will not call continuously.
 I will not transmit when the DX operator calls another call sign, not mine.
 I will not transmit when the DX operator queries a call sign not like mine.
 I will not transmit when the DX station requests geographic areas other than mine.
 When the DX operator calls me, I will not repeat my call sign unless I think he has

copied it incorrectly.
 I will be thankful if and when I do make a contact.
 I will respect my fellow hams and conduct myself so as to earn their respect.

The Radio Club of Redmond newsletter is published monthly to members and affiliates of the
RCR club. Contributions are welcomed including articles, radio news, For Sale or Wanted
items. We also welcome commercial advertisements. The club is an affiliate of the ARRL.
Newsletter Editor: Gordon Bousman nw7d.ham@gmail.com
RCR Club website: RCR

Facebook: Radio Club of Redmond

“ Technology is just a tool. In terms of getting the
kids working together and motivating them, the
teacher is the most important.”
- Bill Gates
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